
Stump the deacon – What is the history of the Bible? 
For over 300 years after Christ there was no Bible as we know it.  That’s right!  The Apostles did not carry 
around a Bible with them as they spread Jesus’ word.  The Early Fathers of the Church did not have a Bible 
until 367 AD when St. Athanasius came up with a list of 73 books that he felt were divinely inspired.  This list 
was approved by the Church in 382 and confirmed by the Councils at Hippo in 393 AD and Carthage in 397 
AD. 
The Bible includes 46 books of the Old Testament (books written before Christ) and 27 books in the New 
Testament (books written after Christ).  The 46 Old Testament books come from the Septuagint translation of 
Hebrew texts into Greek about 200 years before Christ.  The New Testament books come from writings of 
those who knew Jesus and witnessed the events described or interviewed those who sought to preserve the 
teachings of Christ.  For over one thousand years these 73 books were accepted as the canon (an authoritative 
list of books) of Scripture.  
Around 100 AD, Jewish leaders rejected 7 books included in the Septuagint, mainly because they could not 
prove that they had been written in Hebrew.  The resulting 39 books are known as the Palestinian canon.  
When Martin Luther broke off from the Catholic Church in the 16th century, he accepted the Palestinian canon, 
leaving out the 7 books rejected by the Jewish leaders, probably because they disagreed with his personal 
views.  He also wanted to kick out some of the New Testament books, including the Letter of James.  
Allegedly, he said he wanted to “throw Jimmy into the fire.”  But, for some reason, he ended up accepting all 
27 books of the New Testament.   
It was the Catholic Church that gave the world the Bible it has today.  St. Augustine once said “I would not 
believe in the Gospels were it not for the authority of the Catholic Church.”         


